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Amendments to the Claims ; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 
Listing of Claims - 

1. (Currently amended): A multicrystalline silicon substrate comprising: 
a substrate of multicrystalline silicon having relatively large irregularities 

formed on a surface thereof; and 

a multiplicity of relatively fine textures formed eve* on the rolativoly large 
irregularities, wherein the textures are smaller than the irr egu]aritiftfl r 

wherein a ratio r expressed as r=a/b, which is the ratio between the length a 
of a virtual line connecting individual peaks of the relatively fine textures at a 
vertical cross section thereof and the length b of a straight line connecting the 
endpoints of the virtual line, is equal to or larger than 1 and smaller than 1.1. 

2. (Currently amended): The multicrystalline silicon substrate according 
to claim 1, wherein the fise textures have a height and a width of 2 urn or less, 
respectively. 

3. (Currently amended): The multicrystalline silicon substrate according 
to claim 1, wherein the fine textures have a height and a width of 1 um or less, 
respectively. 

4. (Currently amended): The multicrystalline silicon substrate according 
to claim 1, wherein the See textures have a height-to-width aspect ratio 
(height/width) of 2 or less. 

5-6. (Canceled) 



Page 2 of 7 



PAGE 7/12 ' RCVD AT 61512006 7:07:23 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2/3 1 DNIS:273S300 ' CSflM 2133376701 1 DURATION (mm-ss):03-30 



Jun-05-06 16:11 Frora-Hogan & Hartson L L P- Los Angeles, CA +1213 337 6701 T-577 P. 008/012 F-002 

Appl. No. 10/762,676 Attorney Docket No. 81872.0055 

Amdt. Dated June 5, 2006 Customer No.: 26021 

Reply to Office Action of February 7, 2006 

7. (Currently amended): The multicrystalline silicon substrate according 
to claim 1, wherein the relatively largo irregularities are formed by etching with an 
alkaline aqueous solution. 

8. (Currently amended): The multicrystalline silicon substrate according 
to claim 1, wherein the &ae textures are formed by dry etching. 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Currently amended): The A multicrystalline silicon substrate 
according to olaim -9 comprising: 

a substrate of multicrvatallirie silicon h aving irregularities formed on a 
surface thereof: and 

a surface area-to-pla nar surfac e area ratio R of the substrate being larrar 
than 1 and .smaller than 1.1, wherein a multiplicity of relatively fin e textures are 
formed eve* on the relatively largo irregularities , and wherein the textures are 
smaller than the irregularities . 

11. (Currently amended): The multicrystalline silicon substrate according 
to claim 10, wherein a ratio r expressed as r=a/b, which is the ratio between the 
length a of a virtual line connecting individual peaks of the relatively fine textures 
at a vertical cross section thereof and the length b of a straight line connecting the 
endpoints of the virtual line, is equal to or larger than 1 and smaller than 1.1. 

12. (Currently amended) The multicrystalline silicon substrate according 
to claim [[9]] 10, wherein, the rolativoly large irregularities are formed by etching 
with an alkaline aqueous solution. 
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13. (Currently amended): The multicrystalline silicon substrate according 
to claim [[9]] 10, wherein the fee textures are formed by dry etching. 

14-15. (Canceled) 
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